
 

Reception Weekly planning for Seaside’s Topic- Summer 2, 2021 
 

We
ek 

Weekly introduction Construction area Sand and water Creative area Outdoor area Writing area ICT Role play area- 
outside 

Role play area 

1. 

 

Brainstorm all the children’s 

knowledge and understanding 
about what happens at the 

seaside and any other things 

they know about it. 
 

International Day 

Using construction to build 

a seaside scene, thinking 
about items seen at the 

seaside. 

Using the sand tray children 

experiment with water and what 
happens when you mix wet and 

dry sand. Children use small 

whiteboards to record any 
observations. 

Using different coloured sand 

children have to use it to 
create a beach scene with sky, 

sea and sand using glue. 

 
To create an aquarium, using 

boxes, string and cut out fish.  

In the tuff spot 

children have to think 
about how they might 

separate shell from the 

sand, discuss this. 
When the children say 

that they might use a 

sieve ask the children 
to make a sieve using 

some card board. 

Analyse the sieves 

that have made talking 

about the size of the 

holes etc 

Shared 

writing- Write 
a postcard to a 

friend telling 

them about the 
seaside they 

are visiting. 

Encourage 
children to 

write to a 

friend at the 

writing table. 

 

 
Sort photos of 

old and new 

seaside’s and 
talk discuss 

 

 

Use 2Paint to create 

a beach scene, 
change the 

background and talk 

about the key 
features that need to 

be there (sun) 

Big Sand pit - 

Children are 
encouraged to 

act out scenes 

from the beach, 
encourage 

Children to think 

about safety at 
the beach. Have 

they applied sun 

cream? Do they 

need armbands? 

What to wear? 

Children have to 

role play going 
to the beach; 

they have to 

decide what 
items they will 

need to go to the 

beach. The area 
can be changed 

to what the 

children would 

like. Ice cream, 

snack shop. 

Beach 
equipment shop. 

Life guard 

station. 

2. Healthy eating week – a range of healthy eating activities. 

 
Father’s Day – card making 

 

 

3. 

 

Introduce this weeks 

experiment looking at sorting 

shells from sand. 
 

Using the power point 

presentation discuss what the 
seaside was like in the olden 

days. Discuss. 

 
Odds Farm Trip – farm 

activities 
 

 

Using the girl or boy 

Performa children choose 

who they want to make a 
swimming costume for. 

They design it first then 

make it using felt. 

Discuss how they could build a 

channel for water to flow down 

and how they could float their 
own boats along it. 

Using the sheet cut and paste 

items you will need to take to 

the beach. 
Children design and make an 

underwater scene in 3D using 

a cardboard box and any other 
suitable materials 

To create an aquarium, using 

boxes, string and cut out fish.  

Using painting 

programme to create 

flags. Show 
examples on the 

interactive board. 

Children to use the 
tools that they have 

learnt to be able to 

create their design 

4. 

 

- introduce this week’s 

experiment looking at sailing 
- Boat races 

-Looking at different types of 

boats and why they are used. 

Use Lego to build a boat 

and then test it in the water 
tray to see if it floats. If it 

doesn’t what alterations can 

be made so that it does? 

Use buckets and spades to create 

sand castles in the wet sand and 
then in the dry sand. Decorate 

with shells, children can record 

using the kiddi cams 

Children use simple 

instructions to make butter 
biscuits with icing sea themed 

shape cutters 

Children make letters to put 
into their corked bottle 

Espresso for 

Schools. Children to 
explore the Journey 

to the coast section. 

This can be found in 
the Foundation 

Stage section under 

The world heading. 

Children to think 

about where the 
seaside is and 

how they would 

get there. Are 
they in England 

or abroad? Have 

they been to a 
beach abroad? 

Did they go on a 

plane/boat? 

5. 
 

Shared reading lost on the 
beach, talk about what 

happens in the story, why, 

which are the main 
characters, can they act it out 

in the RPA. 

 

Children to use large 
construction to make a pier. 

Children will need to know 

what a pier is  

Sand sculptures. Using the large 
sandpit children to create large 

sculptures of creatures from the 

sea. How many legs does an 
octopus have? Can they make a 

starfish?  

Paint a beach umbrella by 
mixing the three primary 

colours to make other colours. 

Experiment with the black 
and white paints to make 

colours darker and lighter. 

Children use a range 
of materials to make 

wave patterns on the 

floor outside. These 
might include, water, 

paint, chalk, stones. 

 

To create a postcard 
using 2publish 

software. Children 

to be able to insert 
some text and draw 

a picture. 

6. 

 

Ask children to bring in items 

from home relating to the 

seaside. Pictures, shells, 
postcards. They are to come 

prepared to talk about their 

items. 
 

 Pasta shell pictures of 

boats, children to paint 

pasta and suggest ways to 
fix to paper.  

Can the children make a tunnel in 

the big sand pit? What is the best 

way to go about this so it does 
not collapse?  

 

Using different coloured 

paper children have to tear it 

to create a beach scene with 
sky, sea and sand. Then using 

glue and sprinkle over the 

picture and stick on real 
shells. 

CBeebies Tweenies 

Seaside safety story 

7. Year 1 transitions week, class party and sports day 


